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WELCOME!

This summer was probably the most successful the 
school has ever known in terms of exam results: 
76% students from Year 11 achieved five passes 
including English and maths, making us the top 
performing school in Dorset. However, it is the 
amount of progress that youngsters make that 
really marks us out – almost half a grade higher 
in every subject compared to what we might 
reasonably expect based upon Key Stage 2 scores; 
again the best score in the county. 

At A Level it was also a remarkable year: only 
15 students out of 370 went into clearing and 
all our Oxbridge candidates were successful. The 
overall results place us in the top 10% of schools 
nationally. The attitude of the students was first 
class, but we owe a huge debt of gratitude to the 
teaching staff who are outstanding. 

Term has got off to a very good start following the 
normal routines that have been in place for some 
years. My thanks to parents for ensuring your 
children are in the correct uniform and properly 
equipped for school. We have had a particularly 
large intake into the Sixth Form, which is very 
pleasing and probably a reflection of the high 
performance and the excellent levels of support. 
The current Year 13 are in the process of applying 
for university and it is incredibly impressive to 
see how the sixth form team cope with a complex 
process and provide such wonderful advice and 
guidance. It is little wonder that so many gain 
entry to their first choice of university. 

Enjoy the half-term when it arrives 
 and thank you for your on-going support.

Mr. Foley

Keeping in touch
Would you like to receive this newsletter  

by email? Please contact:
admin@thomas-hardye.net
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SETTING SIGHTS ON 
OXFORD’S SPIRES

‘Can computer science be used to replace 
live animals in drug testing?’, ‘How exposed 
is our personal security as a result of 
social media?’, ‘What is it like to study at 
University?’ and, crucially,  ‘How do students 
get into universities like Oxford and 
Cambridge?’: these were questions asked  
by Year 11 students when they visited 
Merton College, University of Oxford 
this month.  They met with students and 
academics at the school’s link college  
to gain insight into one of the world’s 
leading academic institutions. 

Students commented that, ‘It was incredibly 
informative, not only about Oxford but 
about university life in general, with  
one-to-one discussions with Oxford 
students ‘ and,  ‘It has made me look closely 
at my future endeavours, which I am now 
extremely excited about!’.

This year’s Sixth Form Open Evening for 
the 2017 intake is scheduled for Thursday 
20th October; visit www.facebook.com/
thomashardyesixthform/ for more details.

SKILLS FOR LIFE 
AT WOEC

18  Year 10 students are attending 
Weymouth Outdoor Education 
Centre (WOEC) on Tuesdays as 
part of their ASDAN and DofE 
Bronze qualifications. Many are 
trying out kayaking and rock 
climbing for the first time, while 
others are improving skills in these 
outdoor activities. The students are 
learning both hard and soft skills 
which can be transferred to life in 
school and in the community.  The 
weather has been very kind to them 
to date, but now winter approaches!

The Thomas Hardye Theatre now has 
a great new online site, where you can 
see their programme of events and buy 
tickets for performances, including 
Frankenstein. Take a look online here.

https://twitter.com/thomashardye
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyeschool/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
http://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/
http://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/
https://portal.thomas-hardye.net/cz/theatre/SitePages/Welcome%21.aspx
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Looking for an easy way to earn points for your college? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Borrow some books from the library and you will not only increase your college’s 
chance of winning the scholar’s cup but also win prizes for yourself and your tutor group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of each half term we will calculate which tutor group in each year has 
borrowed the most items from the library (deducting the number of overdue items 
outstanding!) and award them 50 points.  At the end of the year the tutor group with the 
highest borrowing record will win an edible prize to share and the top borrower in each 
year group will win an Amazon voucher. (Year 11 will be judged prior to study leave). 

With nothing to lose and everything to gain, start borrowing today. 

There are over 20,000 items in the library –  

You don’t just need to borrow fiction! 

READING 
MARATHON 2017

Literacy Focus
Thomas Hardye School has 
introduced a whole school, 
weekly literacy focus, see the 
blog thsliteracy.wordpress.
com/ or follow @thsliteracy on 
Twitter for regular updates. The 
three terms will cover spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
respectively. Encouragement from 
home to help students look at 
each topic would be very helpful.

SUPER SPORT!
There are already some fantastic 
sporting achievements for Thomas 
Hardye students. Isabelle Roberts, 
Jessamy Baker and Skyla Erskine, 
see top image above, have all been 
selected for Dorset U16 County 
Netball Team, see more. Katherine 
Wilberforce has been selected to play 
for South West Netball Academy. 
Oliver Fellows and William Adler 
have been selected for the RYA 
National Topper Squad, see more. 
Luke Wheeler, Henry Dipple and 
Cameron Robinson have been 
selected to play for South West 
England in the ASA Water polo 
competition, see bottom image above. 
We wish them every success.

key dates
staff training:   Friday 21st October 
   & Monday 31st October
half-term:  Monday 24th October -
   Friday 28th October
Autumn term ends: Friday 16th December
start of Spring term:  Tuesday 3rd January
staff training:   Friday 10th February
half-term:  Monday 13th February -
   Friday 17th February
end of Spring term:  Friday 7th  April
start of Summer term:  Monday 24th April
half-term:  Monday 29th May -
   Friday 2nd June

School calendar & term dates here*

AUTUMN DANCE SHOW 
         23 November 2016   

THOMAS HARDYE SCHOOL THEATRE 7:30 PM 

A collection of dance 
work  

performed by  

students in all year 
groups 

Tickets £3 ( £2 Concessions) 

        

THOMAS   HARDYE 
SINGERS 

with musicians from Dorchester,  

St Osmund’s and St Mary’s Middle Schools 

Pippa Goss   Emily James    

Jon Valender   Martin Weston 
 

Peter Oakes 

Hanna Trevorrow 
 

Mozart 
 

Requiem 
 

Tchaikovsky  
 

1812 Overture 
 

Fauré 
 

Cantique de Jean Racine 
 

Bizet 
 

Farandole 
 

 
 
 
 

  IMPERIAL 
COLLEGE  
SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 
 

RICHARD 
DICKINS  
 
SATURDAY 12th  
NOVEMBER 

 
 

ST MARY’S  
DORCHESTER 
7.30pm 
 

£10 (£2 students) from  

THS School Office (266064) 

Nicoll World Travel (263575) 

and on the door 
 
 

 

FAMILY FESTIVAL 
OF SCIENCE  A 

GREAT SUCCESS
Thomas Hardye’s recent Family Festival of 
Science event was attended by over 1000 
people, the most popular year to date. 
Activities were designed to be fun, exciting, 
and appeal to all ages, so generations could 
collaborate together.  Look online to see 
lots more…

Connexions Help
This is an important time of year in the 
careers calendar for both Year 11 and  
Year13 students. Colleges, school sixth 
forms and universities are all offering 
open days this term.

Students requiring support to discuss 
their options can request an interview by 
completing an appointment request slip;  
these are located on the notice 
board outside the Connexions room. 
Alternatively, students can ask their 
tutor to email for an appointment. 
Parents can contact Clare Hymas on 
07776471695.

http://thsliteracy.wordpress.com/blog/
http://thsliteracy.wordpress.com/blog/
http://twitter.com/thslitfocus/
http://thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/pages/news/2016/09_16/Netball/netball.php
http://thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/pages/news/2016/09_16/Topper/Topper.php
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/pages/calendar/calendar_year.php
http://www.thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/pages/news/2016/10_16/FFS/ffs.php

